
We are now well into 2023 and Christmas 2022 is history. Here’s 

hoping for a healthy and, if not prosperous, then at least a happy 

year.  Membership renewals are now due with annual subscriptions 

being held at £15.00 for new and existing members, but we have 

had to increase the monthly admission fees, so members will pay 

£2.00 whilst for visitors it will be £4.00.  

We look forward to meeting up again on Wednesday February 1st when members who 

handed over their gold coins for the Christmas Quiz will be able to pick up an answer sheet. 

We will also hear Hannah Salmon talk about Medieval Stowmarket’s Market Disputes.  

If February still seems too cold and dark to venture out in the evening maybe you will join us 

on March 1st when Elspeth Rushbrooke will talk to us about the life of a lady from Great 

Ashfield who survived the sinking of The Titanic. 

Neil now looks back to November 2022 when we were delighted to welcome John Day as 

speaker at our November Meeting. John runs the East Anglian Traditional Art Centre in 

Wickham Market which is open to the public and holds a large collection of works by East 

Anglian Artists.  

John's interest in art is inherited from his father Harold who while a farmer in Essex would 

take pigs to Colchester Market and would often visit the castle museum there becoming 

interested in the collection of paintings by East Anglican artists. From here he went on to 

build a collection of artworks himself by local artists finding that he could often pick up a 

good painting for the price of a pig - £6!  

Harold and his family eventually moved to Eastbourne on the south coast where he opened an 

art gallery and John grew up working there, learning the trade and became an experienced art 

restorer.  

We were taken through examples of his collection, John talking about the painting and telling 

us a little about the artist. We naturally think of Constable and Gainsborough when we think 

about East Anglian artists but we learnt that Norfolk and Suffolk could claim a great many 

more talented artists such as Thomas Churchyard of Woodbridge, Crome of Norwich, 

Smythe and Frost in the 19th century and in the 20th century Munnings, Harry Becker and 

G.T. Rope. John has examples of most of these artists but would still like to add a Munnings 

to the collection. We also heard how John was involved with an episode of the BBC 

programme “Fake or Fortune” that involved the authenticity of a work by Gainsborough. He 

often loans paintings out to exhibitions including at The Food Museum in Stowmarket.  

Anyone interested in visiting the East Anglian Traditional Art Centre can find details of 

opening times at thttps://www.eatac.co.uk. 

If you have any comments or questions please contact our secretary, Jerry Voden on 01449 

703717 or voden@btinternet.com. 

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 



We are running out of photos for Down Memory Lane so I thought I would throw in the 

occasional quiz. This one is relevant to Neil’s article last month on the Amundevilles and you 

will have read the answer in last year’s February Telstar (no 349) when he explored some of 

the old woodlands that we have lost. 

The question is, where was the area known as Badegryn Woods? 

a. Was it where Trinity Meadows now stands? 

b. Did Mill Lane run through it? 

c. Was it to the east of Saxham Street and Grange farmland and Earl Stonham. 

The answer will be in next month’s Telstar. 

 

 

 

 

 


