
SLHG Newsletter #1 

                                                   Welcome to our first newsletter. This is just a 

brief introduction as to who we are and 

what our website is about. Future newsletters will 

have more details about the history of Stowupland. 

                                                                           
 

 

 Through the periods of Covid lockdown the trustees of SLHG realised that our collection of documents, images and 

other paraphernalia was growing but as a resource was underused. It was proposed that a simple solution would be 

to digitalise what we have and put it on line for local people to see. Even though much work needed and still does 

need doing we went live in August 2021. 

 We hadn’t planned to launch in the 10th anniversary year of the founding of Stowupland Local History Group, but 

sometimes these things just happen. Our group is relatively young but the committee is keen that knowledge of 

Stowupland’s past is not relegated to the depths of the Local Record Office where only a dedicated few will seek it 

out. As our village grows and we welcome new people we believe it is vital that they understand how Stowupland 

has changed and who lived here before they came. We would also welcome Stowuplanders who have moved away 

to share their memories with us. 

As yet we have only been able to upload a small part of archive but hopefully there is something of interest for 

everyone; whether newcomers to Stowupland, long time residents, people who have moved away or anyone who 

has an interest in local history. None of us are professional historians we just enjoy learning and sharing knowledge 

of our village’s past. 

 

I am grateful to Ena Carter for doing much of the hard work for me. She was not born in Stowupland only moving 

here in the 1930’s when she married into a local farming family. Supported by her husband Jack she did an awful lot 

of research into the history of Suffolk. She was part of a generation that was getting to grips with doing Local History 

for themselves, attending locally run lectures and being part of local organisations that supported the acquisition, 

recording and preserving of knowledge of the local area. 

On Ena’s death her notes could have been destroyed but fortunately they were saved and have found a home in our 

archives. These documents together with Neil Langridge’s ongoing research form a strong foundation for our 

website. Over the ten years that SLHG has been going we have also received material for other local families that 

have filled un some of the blanks or raised more questions that we want to find answers to. 

This is very much an ongoing project as we uncover new facts these will be added, these facts maybe from historical 

documents or word-of-mouth memories. They all help to build a fuller picture of our village. 

 

Future newsletters will reflect content that SLHG have posted in Telstar as well as new additions to our website and 

archives. I hope you will read, enjoy and stay in touch. 

The old village sign, apart from the church it 
became unrecognisable as to what it represented 

 Our village sign today. Only 
residents can know if it reflects 
the modern village. 



 


