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In November Robin Webb shared with us the result of the dig by Oxford 

Archaeology into ‘What Lies Beneath’ the houses of Trinity Meadows. Jerry’s write 

up will appear in the New Year. 

 For our Christmas meeting on December 1st  we looked forward to getting into the 

festive mood with the music of Hexachordia, an evening of festive music, fun and 

mirth as experienced by 16 and 17th century folk. 

Our new membership year starts in January, though please don’t forget we do not have a meeting 

in January.  If you have enjoyed reading our pages or perhaps attended one of our meetings as a 

visitor and would like to know more about the Group and the benefits of membership, please contact 

our Membership Secretary, Christine Williams, on (01449) 771430 for an application 

form.  Applications can, of course, be made at any time of the year on a pro rata basis. 

Looking forward to the time of year when traditionally trees are welcomed into our homes, Neil has 

been thinking about; 

                TREES IN THE STOWUPLAND LANDSCAPE  

Stowupland now has a bio-diversity group who are looking to re-wilding parts of our environment. 

One aim is to plant more trees to increase biodiversity and limit climate change. Suffolk is one of the 

least wooded counties and today our parish has no sizable areas of woodland but how much was 

covered by trees in the past?  

 

The whole country would once have been covered by wildwood but most of this had been cleared in 

prehistoric times. Early settlement grew up in the river valleys, the uplands of Stow were probably 

very sparsely populated as the heavy clay soil was very hard to work before effective drainage was 

developed. So this higher land was used mainly for grazing animals. Areas of surviving woodland 

would also be a feature on this land. An increasing population meant expansion into these less 

favourable lands leading to the felling of remaining woodland areas to bring more land into 

cultivation.  

What woods remained would have been managed as a resource by coppicing to provide a regular 

supply of wood and timber for fuel, fencing and building etc. Pigs were also allowed to roam the 

woods where they would eat the fallen acorns. Woods were also cover for game birds, deer and other 

wild animals that could be hunted.  

In 1389 the manor of Thorney Hall which included a large part of Stowupland contained 30 acres of 

woodland or 15.8% of the manor’s land. There were also 16 acres of Alder a tree that flourishes on 

wet land. Today Stowupland has no large areas of woodland, the nearest being Gipping Great Wood. 

This being on the Tyrrell family’s Gipping Hall estate would have been retained as a landscape 

feature and as cover for game. However, hints of areas of woodland can be found in old documents.  

 

Hoowood/Howood  

The area known as Hoowood was between Mount Pleasant Farm (originally named Hoogate or 

Howgate Farm) and Stonebridge Lane. This was described in a deed of 1603 as “a parcel of wood 

called Hoowood 44 acres in area”. However, in 1613 it is described as “land pasture and wood 

ground lately being all wood ground now converted into arable and pasture 44 acres”. So, we can see 

here the process of the clearing of woods in favour of the farming of arable and livestock.  

Pennes Wood  



 

In a document of 1488 mention is made of “land of the John Hotoft called Penneswood”. Its location 

is made clearer in 1633 when an acre of land is described as “between Pennyswood on the north and 

the common way called Sheepcoat Lane towards the south” Sheepcoat Lane would now be Creeting 

Road.  

Badegryn Wood (spellings vary)  

In 1291 when Thorney Hall was being rebuilt timber was sourced locally including “two large oaks 

in Badegreym for the hall”. An earlier instance of this placename is from 1250 when a Walter de 

Baldegrim (Walter of Baldegrim) is mentioned. Proof that a wood once existed at this place comes 

later when it is called Badgreenwood. It was situated on the eastern side of Saxham Street.  

 

Trees also grew singly in hedgerows and these were sometimes used as boundary markers on parish 

or manor boundaries. Somewhere near the house now known as The Ashes, off Newton Road, stood 

four ash trees, these must have been a familiar feature as they were used as a fixed point on 

perambulations of two of Stowupland’s manors - “unto the corner on the Weste syde of the fower 

ashes growinge at Reedes house nowe the house of John Hubberd” The 1668 perambulation of 

Thorney Hall manor notes - “a place called Bury Way stile where here is one tree marked for the 

procession way of Stowupland” this tree would also have marked the then boundary between 

Stowupland and Mendlesham parishes. Each year the ceremony of beating the bounds would process 

around the boundary of the parish so that all would know the exact line in event of any dispute 

between neighbouring parishes about this. (Neil Langridge,  2021) 

Coming more up to date we know that  in the 19th and 20th centuries Stowupland was studded with 

orchards growing various types of fruit but especially apples. Maybe a topic for a later article? 

 

As the song says we may ‘deck the hall with boughs of holly’, but it is usually a fir tree I associate 

with being brought into the home at Christmas. I was surprised recently to learn from my mother that 

her father would dig up a small holly tree to bring in to be decorated for Christmas. During the year 

he would search the hedgerows for a suitable young tree that he would be able to dig up and take 

home. There are many superstitions associated with trees, and although Pip Wright‘s talk in October 

did not delve deeply into witchcraft as such he did much to enlighten us on earlier peoples’ 

experiences of living among witches.  

Suffolk Witches by Pip Wright 

On the 6th October Pip gave a talk to 35 members and guests at the village hall on Suffolk Witches. 

He asked the audience for a travel pass into Norfolk and Essex, as this would give him the scope to 

extend his talk over a wider area. In the early 15th century Witches were known for their skills as 

herbalists. Since physicians were in short supply and expensive many country-folk would turn to the 

local wise woman or witch when they ailed or needed medicines to help them through difficult times.   

The first story we heard was about a lady in Eye by the name of Marjory Jordamine. She was very 

good at making predictions, and unfortunately for her, she was heard to predict when her king, King 

Henry VI, was going to die. The King sent two men from his court to investigate Marjory. She was 

tried, found guilty and sentenced to be burned at the stake, but for treason not witch craft. 

Some of Pip’s descriptions of how information was extracted from “witches” in those days were 

none to pleasant and perhaps not to be described in a family magazine! Apparently, it was also said 

that Anne Boleyn was a “witch” and it is claimed she cast a spell over Henry V111. However, there 



 

was no law against witchcraft in her life time.  It was only after her daughter Elizabeth 1st came to 

the throne that a law was passed making witchcraft illegal.  

 Around 1582 a “coven of witches “was investigated in Essex and most of them were found guilty 

and hung. After the death of Elizabeth 1st in 1603, her distant relative James VIth of Scotland became 

James 1st of England. He had a keen interest in witch craft. He had even written a book on the subject 

and decided it was necessary to strengthen the laws on witchcraft.  This included proof and 

evidences from witnesses who had actually witnessed these events.  

Pip then moved forward to the mid-17th century when England was gripped by Civil War. He 

explained that this was a period of great political turmoil with a loss of governmental control. And he 

reminded us that it was during this time of civil unrest that Mathew Hopkins, the self-proclaimed 

“Witch Finder General” made his mark on East Anglia. This was not a government appointment but 

he had put together a small team who were determined to seek out witches. Bounties were put on 

suspected witch’s heads and the team went about their duties with a will.  

He came to Stowmarket and Bury St Edmunds in 1645 and 80 cases of witch craft were tried with 

many of the  accused being sentenced to death. Not all were convicted and there was one judge who 

directed the Jury not to convict as he thought there was not enough evidence. However, the jury 

disagreed with him, unable to overturn the verdict he reluctantly had to pass the death sentence. This 

was a difficult period for professed witches. 

Pip explained that belief in witch craft was not new but perhaps witches were being seen as 

malevolent and people were increasingly looking for signs of the devil. The witch finders introduced 

the idea of ‘devil’s marks’ that were small growths or areas of the body that were less sensitive to 

pain where a witch might suckle her familiars. Pip even spoke to his GP about the concept of extra 

nipples and was told that 1 in 5 people had more than 2 nipples – so he queried how many of the 

audience could be accused as witches. 

People also started to protect themselves from evil by marking their hearths and doors with ‘witches 

marks’, engravings that would ensnare evil and stop it entering the house. 

Mathew Hopkins died of TB and after this the witch trial mania slowed down. The last trial was in 

1712 at Stevenage, taken by Mr Justice Powell. For some reason although the verdict was guilty the 

hanging was delayed and the person concerned was eventually granted a royal pardon.  Pip finished 

by saying after this date people started to take a more tolerant view of witches and trials and they 

eventually petered out. 

There was a Q&A session after which refreshments were served. Our thanks to Annie and Liz for 

stirring their cauldron in the kitchen to cater for us (Jerry Voden, 2021) 

………………………………….. 

If we don’t see you at our December 1st meeting, all at SLHG would like to wish our readers a Very 

Happy Christmas and New Year. And we look forward to meeting again in 2022 on  February 2nd 

when Neil will be joined by Sarah Doig to share their research about a couple of local historians. In 

the meantime if you have any questions about SLHG please have a look at our website www. 

stowuplandlocalhistorygroup .org  

or contact; Jerry Voden (Secretary) – 01449 703717:  voden@btinternet.com 

mailto:voden@btinternet.com


 

 

…………………………… 

Down Memory Lane… we associate pantos 

with Christmas and this year SLHG are 

decorating a Christmas Tree at MEAL to 

celebrate Freeman C.P. School pantos of the 

1960s. (MEAL’s theme is Christmas music). 

But did you attend this 1957 performance by 

the Stowupland Amateur Players? I have the 

names and a photo of the cast of this 

performance but can anyone share any more 

memories about SAP?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

If you have any queries about SLHG or can share any memories of wartime Stowupland please contact:  
Jerry Voden, 01449 703717; voden@btinternet.com  

  www.stowuplandlocalhistorygroup.org 
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