
Hopefully 2022 will be a good year for us all. Seems a long time ago but our Christmas festivities got 

off to a good start with a festive performance by Hexachordia. Sarah Doig with Tony and Jane 

Scheuregger played and sang a selection of festive pieces from the 16th century. Between them they 

played over 16 different instruments, do you know what a Crumhorn looks and sounds like? 

SLHG’s New Year starts on Wednesday February 2nd when we welcome back Sarah Doig who, together with Neil, 

will share what they know about 2 Suffolk historians. Edmund Farrar and Charles Partridge.  If you are only reading 

this after February 2nd then we look forward to seeing you on March 2nd when we welcome Val Dudley who will 

share what she, unexpectedly, uncovered about the medieval rebuilding of Thorney Hall (sadly now demolished but 

it stood for many centuries on the Stowupland side of Stowmarket station). 

Our November talk focused on the land under the Bloor development, from Jerry we have a reminder of  

“What Lies Beneath”  
Our speaker on the 3rd November was Robin Webb from the Oxford Archaeology Society. He talked about the 
Trinity Meadows Dig which took place before work started on the Bloor homes development. They started by 
looking at the site and before commencing the dig a number of sites were identified where trenches were dug.  
Early on, pottery finds indicated the area was a medieval site. Ordinance survey maps showed there were ditches 
running up the side of Gipping Road and when excavated a number of waterholes were identified which means the 
area had been used for farming purposes. It was thought that crops grown at the time would have been wheat, 
barley and rye.  
Evidence during the dig also showed that after 1500 sites in the area were either not used or remodel to suit modern 
farming methods at that time. A farthing was found from the reign of King James 1st which is rare for those days.  
The archaeologists also made use of the 1839 Tythe map to look at changes to the  area and for names of farmers 
who worked the land.  Robin reminded us that before the nineteenth century there were two churches in 
Stowmarket but none in Stowupland, and Thorney Green consisted of a number of scattered homesteads with fields 
used for animal grazing or crop growing. Hedge rows consisted of blackberry, elder and hawthorn. The local field 
system was small fields for short-term growing of crops in the area.  
At the Q and A session a question was asked about the possibility of a big find in the area and what impact it could 
have on the builders plans if this happened. Robin said it would have to be a really big find to alter the plans 
significantly and that had not happened on any of his digs although he had been on one dig building of two houses 
was delayed to enable further investigation to be carried out. The siting of the houses was changed within the plan 
to accommodate the find.  He did know that in another area finds of a Roman villa had affected development plans.  
Once again, an interesting evening, and thank you to Annie and Liz for providing refreshments to round off the 
evening. 

Next Neil continues its summary of Stowupland’s vicars, this time looking at the interwar years 

Neil’s Vicars No.6  

John Roland Chapman was vicar here from 1922 to 1935. He was also the vicar of the neighbouring 
parish of Creeting St. Peter. For once the vicar was a Suffolk man being born in Hemingstone in 1886 to 
William and Mary. William was the minister at Hemingstone church for 50 years.  
Educated at Chichester Theological College and Cambridge, John’s early posts were as a Lay Reader in 
1911 while a student at Purleigh, Essex, then from 1913 to 1915 curate at Dartford Kent and then at 
Ashbocking Suffolk. John was appointed vicar here at Stowupland in 1922 and shortly afterwards he 

married Dora Taylor at Broadstairs.  Creeting St Peter was added to his ministry in 1928. Other positions he held at 
this time were as Chaplain for 10 years to the Phoenix Freemasons Lodge in Stowmarket and in 1926-27 he was the 
Provincial Chaplain of Suffolk Freemasons. In 1936 he moved on to take over as rector of Bedfield and Monk Soham. 
He died in 1980 in Surrey.  
Chapman was succeeded by William Henry Bonney in 1936. Bonney was born in 1878 in Bolton the son of William, a 
cotton carder, and Mary. In 1891, at just 13 he was a weaver’s assistant in Bolton but in the 1901 census we find him 
in Branksome Dorset a Church Army evangelist. The Church Army was founded in 1882 and focused on ministering 
to those in the poorest areas similar to The Salvation Army.  
In 1906 William married Isabella Shipperbottom. He must have travelled widely with the Church Army, in 1911 he 
was in Burton-on-Trent with his wife and two children who had been born in Wentworth and Fordingbridge.  
Soon afterwards he trained for the priesthood at Kings College, London. At the same time he worked with the British 
Sailors Society. During the First World War he was a chaplain with the army then the Royal Navy. In 1928 he was 



ordained and was appointed rector of Monewden and Hoo in Suffolk, he also served for 15 years as port chaplain of 
Ipswich.  
He was involved in a car accident in 1935 and in 1936 came to Stowupland as vicar. Sadly, his time here was marred 
by ill health possibly as a result of his accident and depression. Obviously, he had been an active man and ill health 
and age meant that he felt he could not fulfil his role to the standards he would have liked, this lead to depression 
and he said he felt a failure. After two unsuccessful attempts to end his life he finally died while staying with his 
daughter in Felixstowe in 1940.  (Neil Langridge, 2021). 
……………………………………………………………………….. 

From our Archives…Other Churchmen from this inter-war period 
Pre WWW1 when the Rev Chapman was commencing his theological training as a Lay Reader in Essex, and Rev 
Bonney was working with the Church Army, a local man Mr F W Finbow was training to be a teacher. It had been his 
childhood dream to become a parson but he went into teaching because his father ‘hadn’t the means to send him to 
university to be trained for the ministry.’ He went on to become a head teacher at Earl Stonham studying in his 
spare time to become a Lay Reader. He lived in Stowupland Road and on his retirement in the mid 1960’s he 
estimated he had preached in 50 to 60 churches and conducted nearly 2000 services. 
Born a few years later than F.W. Finbow Leslie Albert Brame, the son of a Stowupland carpenter, was able to train 
for the Ministry. Born in the first year of WW1 he attended Stowmarket County Secondary School and gained a 

Bachelor of Arts from Cheshunt College, Cambridge.  
At the age of 24, he was ordained to the ministry as a missionary to Northern China. According to 
a speaker at his ordination in Stowmarket Congregational church this was a time (pre-WW2) 
when ‘the totalitarian state was everywhere threatening to control the life of the individual… The 
Church could never be a department of the establishment and controlled by the law of the land. 
When Christianity started to become that kind of worship it ceased to be Christianity.’ 
He married in China returning briefly to England in 1949 having had to make a difficult escape 
into Burma as the political situation in China deteriorated. With his wife and daughter, he then 
went to Samoa but after a few years he moved to New Zealand. His parents lived in Church Walk, 

Stowupland. 

……………………………………… 

Christine has been busy sending out reminders that membership subscriptions are now due. If you haven’t received 
your renewal forms or would like to become a member, please contact her.  A year’s membership is £15:00. 
Members then pay £1:00 per meeting, whereas non-members pay £3:00  

 For any other queries please contact our Secretary Jerry Voden, 01449 703717; voden@btinternet.com 

 

 

Down memory Lane… 

Many of our local orchards have now gone but in the 1960’s a group of local fruit 

growers got together to form the Mid-Suffolk Growers Ltd. Cold-storage units 

were built in Mill Street providing work and storage for fruit grown in the 

Stowmarket district. 

The company must have been successful as in the 70’s planning was required for 

new buildings and extensions as vegetables as well as fruit were stored, packed 

and shipped. However, there were also complaints about lorries parking outside 

the Mill Street premises and blocking the flow of traffic. Police had had to be 

called and the road surface had to be repaired.  {Telstar 66: Nov 1979}.  

I assume this provided many local people with temporary work, do you have memories of fruit picking or packing 
from these times?  I grew up in Norfolk and remember hot summer days picking punnets of strawberries and 
blackcurrants. It was hard work but good pocket money could be earned. However, we didn’t worry about sun tan 
lotion, hats or bottles of water! 
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Back in the October edition of Telstar, Kay wrote she was tuckered after The Walkers Cup, whilst I guess we all 

understood from the context what she meant, it was a word I had never heard before. And whilst we all probably 

know what a Bishy Barney bee is, what would you call a Cheesie bug? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


