
 2022 got off to a great start with our first meeting of the New Year when Sarah 
Doig and our very own Neil Langridge shared their research into 2 Suffolk 
Historians, see below. 

By the time you read this you will have missed our meeting on March 2nd, when 
Val Dudley shared with us what she unexpectedly unearthed about the rebuilding of Thorney Hall in 
1291. Look out for Jerry’s write up in May’s Telstar, but it seems Val’s research caused quite a stir in 
the world of archaeology. Amongst other things Val was told Thorney Hall couldn’t possibly have had 
2 solars and a tiled roof! 

Our meeting on Wednesday April 6th will begin with a brief AGM but then we welcome back Stephen 
Poulter. He will talk to us about some of Suffolk’s Lost Heritage. 
 
Jerry;s report on ‘Two local Suffolk Characters who researched the history of the county far and 
wide’. 
Our meeting on the 2nd February 2022 was the first in the village hall for this year and there were 
about 25 members and guests attending. We had two local speakers, Neil Langridge and Sarah Doig, 
who shared their research of two local historians who had done a lot of research into the history of 
Suffolk. 

Neil spoke first about Charles Partridge. Interestingly Charles had met our second subject Edmund 
Farrer in 1893 and he had been a great influence on his life. Neil had first become aware of Charles 
Partridge thirty years previously when he was doing research at the local Suffolk Records office.  

Charles grew up in Tavern Street, Stowmarket. His father owned the timber merchants near to the 
site of the current Barnards Car dealership. He had obtained a BA at Christ’s college Oxford in 1901. 
He decided to move out to Africa and was influenced in this thinking by several friends who he met 
along the way. He took to diplomatic service and become Assistant District Commissioner in Nigeria. 
During this time, he wrote two books and also became friends with Mary Slessor. He and published 
photos of his time in Africa and wrote two books “Cross River Natives” and “King Edmunds Ring” 
which was an adventure story.  

In 1914 he joined the army serving as a liaison officer in Italy and Greece. At the end of the war, he 
returned to Stowmarket and began his research on Suffolk in earnest. He travelled the county 
researching Parish registers and other records. He continued his friendship with the Reverend Farrer 
and they teamed up to visit houses around Suffolk for research purposes. 

He returned to 20 Tavern St which today is called Charles House, where he died in 1955. 

Partridge Court was built on the land to the rear. 

We then had our intermission and tea and snacks were provided by Liz Adams, thanks Liz. 

Members and guests returned to their seats and Sarah continued the evening with her presentation 
on Reverend Edmund Farrer, who was born in 1848, near Swaffham, Norfolk. He attended Rugby 
school before going up to Cambridge. It was interesting to note that he was ordained as Deacon of St 
Albans in 1868, and in 1890 he met Basil Brown who was to become famous for the Sutton Hoo 
discoveries. 

 He was an active member of various historical societies around the area, doing research and helping 
out. He was also a shrewd business man, retiring eventually to Botesdale in 1916. He continued his 
work for the county, before retiring to Little Stonham. He died in 1935. 

There followed a Question & Answer session. Sandra thanked everyone for attending and Alan for 
helping with the chairs. We were very lucky to have a relative of Charles Partridge who joined us for 
the evening who brought along family photos etc for our members to see.  



Neil has subsequently added that Charles Partridge wrote a column in the EADT under the pseudonym 
Silly Suffolk. He described a walk through Stowupland in October 1924 (this was reprinted in Telstar, 
Sept 2015). Then in February 1925 he included a poem in his column entitled The Crown Inn, it is very 
tempting to think that Partridge called in  at our local pub on his walks and that the subject of the 
poem was The Crown Inn Stowupland.  

THE CROWN INN 

Bread-and-cheese and a pickled onion, 

Then just a fag and a chums grin, 

Under the post the Crown swings lightly, 

Sunshine without and a welcome within. 

 

Emperors' gold crowns weigh heavy, tumble, 

Conquerors, kings, and such crumble away; 

Our Crown sees centuries dawn and dwindle, 

Still swings, and gives you the seal o' the day. 
 

Neil is up to his 7th account of Holy Trinity’s vicars 

Frederick Maurice Richards 1940 – 1944 : Born in Burbage Leicestershire Richards was the son of 

Smith Richards a retired surgeon and Josephine. He studied as a student at Wells and Caius College 

Cambridge. His first post was as curate at Wateringbury, Kent, then moving to Chiddingstone in the 

same county as vicar.  

While in Kent he married Ellen Stansell, a son being born in 1922. For a short time in the mid-1930s 

he was vicar at Tideford in Cornwell. He was working in Suffolk by 1939 when he is listed as Vicar 

of Great Finborough. The following year he was inducted to the living of Stowupland and Creeting St. 

Peter. In 1944 he returned to Cornwell exchanging livings with Reverend Arnold De Quincey and 

moving to the parish of Perranuthnoe where he died in 1950.  

Arnold De Quincey 1944 – 1965 : Researching Reverend De Quincey proved difficult until I found 

that he was actually born Arnold De Quincey Mears at Hartlepool in 1894, the son of Edward Mears a 

clergyman and Mary Florence Quincey. The fact that all his brothers also bore the middle name 

De Quincey would seem to be an attempt to gain status by linking the family with the De Quincey 

family Earls of Winchester through their mother’s family. Sometime in the early 1930 Arnold 

dropped the surname Mears and thenceforth called himself Arnold De Quincey.  

It is interesting that the writer Thomas De Quincey (1785 – 1859) similarly changed his name being 

born plain Quincey and changing it to De Quincey.  

Arnold studied at Hatfield College Durham and Lichfield Theological College, being ordained in 

York in 1933. However, before this he served in the East Kent Regiment as a second lieutenant from 

1917 to 1919. He lost one brother in WW1, another two going on to also serve in the clergy. He then 

embarked on a boat to Kobe, Japan where he was to work as a teacher throughout the 1920s. He must 

have returned at least once during this time as in 1926 he  he married Ann Read at Tufnell Park.  

He returned to England via Canada to stay in 1931. Starting his career in the church he served as a 

curate in Middlesbrough in 1933 and then Pocklington before moving to Perranuthnoe Cornwell from 

1936 to 1944 when as we have seen he exchanged livings with Reverend Richards and came to 

Stowupland. His father had been vicar of Great Bardfield, Essex so its possible he still had family 

there so he may have moved to be closer to them. He served in Stowupland until 1965 when aged 70 

he took the curacy of Alcester Warwickshire dying the following year in Stratford-on-Avon hospital.  



Queries or comments please contact our Secretary Jerry Voden, 01449 703717; 
voden@btinternet.com 

…………… 

Down memory Lane…  
 As the clear up of Nutshells continues do you recall February 2009 when our Parish’s emergency 
planning was put to the test. Jerry Voden reported in Telstar in 2009 how an emergency evacuation 
of Stowupland residents was triggered after the fire service was called out to a small fire on the 
Broomspath estate. Finding acetylene canisters being stored in someone’s garage they ordered up to 
80 householders to vacate their homes. 

Some residents were able to stay with friends and family but 20 residents spent the night in the 
village hall in borrowed sleeping bags and air beds. Apparently in good spirit and humour with hot 
drinks being available and sandwiches for supper kindly donated by Tesco.  Breakfast was provided 
by team from WRVS before the fire service declared it was safe for everyone to return home. 

 Do you have any memories of the night? 

And looking back to February 1984 gale force winds damaged the Holy Trinity Spire, ripping off some 
of the sheeting, whilst further ‘inspection showed that some of the wooden framework was rotten 
and pigeon damaged’. 

A previous repair in August 1948 had been hampered by strong winds 
which caused workmen to struggle to keep their footing. The spire 
framework of aluminon alloy tubed tubes was to be recovered with 
copper sheeting, was this the sheeting that was damaged in 1984? 
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