
Stowupland Local History Group on April 6th members and visitors enjoyed 
Stephen Poulter’s talk on Suffolk’s Lost Heritage, after our brief AGM. You can 
read some extracts in jerry’s review in next month’s Telstar. 
 

Hopefully you will be reading this in time for our May 4th meeting. Unfortunately, 
our talk on Thorney Green Road’s archaeology has had to be postponed instead we welcome back 
Geoff Robinson. This time he is getting us in the mood for the Jubilee with a talk on The 
Worlingworth’s “George III Jubilee Feast” painting. 

 Our next meeting will be June 1st when Dr Nick Amor will inform us about Keeping the Medieval 
Peace. The following day SLHG will be putting on a display in the URC Hall following the theme of 
“70 Glorious Years”. We intend to reflect on how Stowuplanders have celebrated previous jubilees 
but also on 70 Years of Stowupland’s Pastimes. We can only share what we have in our Archives, if 
you have photos of pastimes you took part in since 1952, we would love to see them.  

Jerry’s report from our March meeting when we welcomed Val Dudley to talk about 

“Stowupland in 1291” or “The Re-Building of a Manor House” in Thorney. 
Neil Langridge had worked with Val over lock-down to translate a very rare parchment that 
described the building of a manor house.  When they established that the house had been built 
where today cars park at Stowmarket railway station, Neil was keen to book Val to talk to our group. 
Val explained that the document was a totally unexpected find as it was included in a roll with other 
documents that seemed unrelated to Stowupland; it dated to 1291, the 19th year of the reign of King 
Edward 1st. An early assumption was that it related to the building of Columbyne Hall which was 
where Neil came in. He realised the connection to Thorney Hall and they discovered that the Manor 
had been entered into the “Doomsday Book” in 1291. 
Val compared the layout of the document as similar to how modern-day Ikea instructions might read 
on how to build a Manor house. Unfortunately, some of the parchment was damaged and made 
more difficult to read by, possibly, wine spillages. It would have been interesting to listen in on the 
conversation of all the master craftsmen on how they wanted to proceed with the re-build. I am sure 
we have had experience with this type of instructions trying to match figure 1 with X, Y and Z, and 
looking for the packet with the No.6 nuts or bolts. Sometimes a visit to the Pub is needed to calm 
down before proceeding with the build.  
Val explained that the document was not put together in the order of work to be done, but had the 
appearance of being compiled later, maybe being pulled together from other notes. Bits about 
frame construction led onto flooring details. There was a section on roof construction with what to 
order in the way of roof tiles and the manufacture of roof nails. The production of nails for the roof 
was interesting as Val explained how they were produced in a forge one at a time, and needed a 
specialist craftsman -100 nails cost roughly 1d. She also explained that it was unusual, possibly 
unique, for a house of this period to be tiled rather than thatched. 
The site had to be prepared and trees felled to construct the building frame. Val had a slide show to 
show how it was probably raised into place, this required a team of 8 men with a further 5 
carpenters to slot it all together. Progress depended on timely delivery of materials by road and 
river, with 12,300 roof tiles needed, production of nails and trees having to be felled to provide the 
timber. Delays to deliveries would lead to the workforce being idle till supplies arrived.   
Properties might have two stories or just one, depending on available money. A single storey layout 
included a great hall, kitchen, bedrooms, eating area, and other facilities all on one floor plan. 
Heating needed careful planning. With a thatched roof smoke could dissipate through the roof but a 
tiled roof required careful positioning of the chimneys. Doors, windows and utility equipment all 
reflected the high status of the owners. 
 In conclusion Val reminded us that this was a valuable and rare document giving historians a 
fascinating description of a unique 13th century building. And although there is nothing left to see of 
the manor house now, Val suggested the possibly of a cloud-funding project to have an 
archaeological survey done. 



The audience of members and visitors gave us the longest Q and A session we have had for a while. 
Val thanked Cliff Wyard for helping with the translation and Neil for locating the sites mentioned in 
the document. It was obvious that Val had done a lot of research around the subject looking into 
how craftsmen of the time might have tackled different aspects of the build. Her research has turned 
a lot of previously held beliefs about 13th century houses around. 
Want to hear Val’s talk or have questions, she is speaking to Stowmarket LHG on May 16th. 

Neil ‘s further research into Stowupland’s Mills . 
The Domesday Book of 1086.tells us – King William holds 
THORNEY, which King Edward held as one manor… This included 
2 mills but now 1. As windmills were not seen until the 14th 
century these would have been water mills. From the early 
1400s Thorney had two water mills.  
An undated but probably early 1400s rental of the manor of 
Columbine Hall (then held by the Hotot family) includes “the 
manor of Clement” as being held by Matilda Hotot and mentions 
two water mills: – 

John Wolfnard for a water mill called Alwynesmelle. 
William Lavenham for a water mill called Clementes 
melle 

The 1327 subsidy return tells us: William Clement taxed at 7 shillings fourpence farthing and Richard 
Clement taxed at 4 shillings and a halfpenny. So these were two of the three highest taxed individuals 
in “Villata de Stowe” and probably the earlier owners of the manor and the mills. 
The area of Clements manor and the location of the water mills is defined in a 1554 document from 
the Manor of Haughley  – John Tyrrell: of Collombin Hall  esquier holdethe att the Southend of Stowe 
Strete one close nowe divided into foure partes with one medowe or marisshe lienge in length on the 
Southe syde therof & one marisshe & aldercarre also in th’estend  therof conteyning in the hoole 40 
acres as ytt liethe in Stowe aforseid betwine the common Rever  Runnynge from the Forthe mille  
[Alwynes later Ford Mill then Boulters Mill] unto the mylle of the seid John called Taylors Mylle on the 
Southe parte / And the wey called Clementes Lane [Takers Lane?] in parte ……on the Northe parte / 
And ytt abbuttethe uppon the Common Rever runnynge from Thorneye Bredge unto Taylours Mylle  
aforseid agenste th’este / And uppon the Kinges Highe Weye ledinge from Jppeswiche to Stowe agenst 
the weste:" 
Although the mills would have later milled grain, in the 15th century when Stowmarket had a 
flourishing cloth trade they may have been fulling mills. Between 1546 and 1554 Clements mill is held 
by a Thomas Taylor while Alwynes mill is now Ford mill and held by a William Gower or Jower. 
By the 19th century Clements Mill is Crosse’s mill. Early maps of the course of the Gipping Navigation 
and Ordinance Survey maps show a watermill immediately downstream of the bridge across the river 
on the site of the later gun cotton works. The course of the 
navigation bypassed the original course of the river at this point, the 
original stretch of river forming the mill race. This stretch has since 
been filled in.   This mill stood on the Stowupland side of the river 
so was also known as Stowupland Mill (the river being at that time 
the parish boundary) and by 1817 was owned by Mr. Pearl Cross. 
Passing to his widow Sarah and daughter Elizabeth. On 17th July 
1852 William Freeman records in his diary going swimming at Miss 
Cross’s mill.  
In 1860 the mill was sold; Henry Wicks was miller and it was 
described as a mill of four floors with three pairs of millstones.  
It is uncertain when milling ceased but the mill must have been severely damaged in 1871 when the 
nearby gun cotton factory exploded.  

Sites of 2 water mills, shown on  the 1783 
Hodgkinson's map , on  the River Gipping   

Site of Boulters Mill 



Ford mill (formerly Alwynes Mill) continued working till 1853. William Boulter worked it till 1794 and 
following his death another William Boulter (possibly his son) took over. 

As well as mills Neil has been exploring the roads of Stowupland, all-be-it from the comfort of The 
Record Office. In the 15th century, as he traced the river round to the West of Stowupland he came 
across ‘le Sondsweye’ or the  ‘the sand way’ where now is Stonebridge Lane. Before a bridge was 
built there would have been a ford here and as there is a Gravell Field near by the name suggests 
that sand and gravel travelled along this road. 

Why not come a long to one of our meetings, on the first Wednesday of the month (except in 
September) 7.30 in the Village Hall?  You don’t need to be a member, visitors pay £3,00 and after the 
talk Annie and Liz provide tea, coffee and biscuits (for a small donation). Either just turn up and 
enjoy the talk (thanks to Alan for organising the seating) or get more involved in Local History 
research, just let us know your interests and we will see what we can do. Membership can be taken 
out at any time of the year for a pro rata fee.  
 

If you are nervous about coming along on your own then give Jerry a call and we can arrange 
someone to meet you, or just turn up and speak to Christine at the door and she will explain 
anything you need to know.  

Contact our Secretary Jerry Voden, 01449 703717; voden@btinternet.com 

………………………………………….. 

Down memory lane 

A Facebook post in All things Stowupland reminded us of this ditty. I knew it was sung at the 1967 
School Concert but didn’t realise it had been a school song. Does anyone remember the tune? 

Here in Stowupland 
There’s a welcome on the mat 
We’re getting people galore  
But there’s room for many more 
… 
Lots of things for everyone to do 
We will go half way to meet you 
Lots of friends you’ll have to greet you 
In Stowupland you should settle down 
 

With all the present house building its message seems topical, there are certainly lots of things to do 

and plenty for everyone to get involved in. 
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