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A brief Explanation for

“Christmas Cards inspired Tree Decorations”

of the Food Museum Christmas Tree (December 2022)
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ur Archives tell us that during the 20th century for various reasons many local people travelled to far-off fields,
ossibly being apart from their loved ones during the winter festive season. | have taken the information that we do
ave in our archives to create a display inspired by the Christmas cards' that these travellers might have sent home to
heir loved ones.
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iSome travellers returned to Stowupland but many did not. World Wide Conflict has been a major contributing factor
#for people leaving Stowupland. Our War Memorial has been a significant resource in uncovering where people found
*their final resting place though whether they sent Christmas cards home we have no record, and neither do we have a
record of all the countries that others saw but did return from'. | had hoped to source some examples of historic
#Christmas card designs but that was not possible. Where ever possible | have tried to show the flag as it would have
#been seen at that time.
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The Rev Phyllis Tee was a minister at the URC Chapel in the
mid-20"™" century. She was born in Prince Albert, Canada but
her parents brought her to England when she was 1. Her
sister later emigrated to Canada and we have a newspaper
report about her return to Stowupland following her visit to
Canada.

In the 1940s the Rev Leslie Brame left
Stowupland to work as a missionary in China,
as the political situation in China became
impossible, he moved to West Samoa

Rev Leslie Brame and his wife spent several years in West
Samoa after leaving China and their final destination of New
Zealand.

His parents lived on one of the houses known as Church Walk
along the A1120.

New
Zealand

By the 1970’s the Rev Leslie Brame had settled in New
Zealand following his missionary work in China and Western
Samoa

Walter Petit Tricker also left Stowupland for New Zealand,
dying there in 1909
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Latvia

After WW2 Saxham Street welcomed a lady from Latvia. She
went onto celebrate her Latvian heritage through weaving
traditional Latvian textiles and singing with a Latvian choir

X

ireland

The Rev A.G. Hollingsworth, though born in England in the
early 19" century, spent many years in Ireland before moving
to Stowmarket and building Stowupland’s Holy Trinity Church
in the mid-19t" century.

USA

At least one of ‘strangers’ who spent time in Stowupland
during WW2 has gone on to make her home in America, and
other Americans have made their home here.

During WW?2 although Stowupland was not a base for
American air force personal many serving Americans spent
time in the village.
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to friends and family abroad.

Many would have been sent to men in the armed forces who
were serving abroad - in the hope they would reach their
loved ones for Christmas Day.
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The following countries are all places where we know our brave men were laid to rest. We don’t know
if their loved ones received Christmas Cards from them but this is just a small way to commemorate
their lives.

Arthur Horrex — 1945, age 18

eldest son of Ethel and Charles Scarlett of Saxham Street,
so older brother to Sidney Scarlett who owned Saxham

Wilfred Charles Scarlett — d.1942 (RAF) possibly the

Netherlands Cottage i
George and Florence Girling from " ¢ D’czmz[ic#
FROHE Stowupland Green ' st Nikolaus

WEIHNACHTEN Germany

Roy Clements - d.1944 age 19. Son of Baden and lvy Clements from
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LT Belguim

Leonard Burch — d.1918, age 26. Son of William and Mary Burch from
Main Road, Stowupland

Cyril Wade - d.1917, age 19. His parents live at Pasture farm, Gipping
Road. His Uncle ‘saw’ his death in a dream before Cyril’s parents
received official notification

everal young men found their final resting place in France as a result of conflict:

NOEL 151 R France

Ephraim Baker — d.1916, age 20. A son of Edgar and Betsy Baker from
Baker’s farm Saxham Street.

William Buxton — d.1918 age 30: husband to Emily of Columbyne Road
Harry/Henry Cutting -1918, age 25. Eldest son of Harry and Ellen
Cutting of Saxham Street. He had 2 sisters, one called Delilah.

Aubrey Robinson- d.1917, age 21. Som of Amos and Ellen Robinson and
in 1911 they lived in Saxham street, at age 15 he worked as a telegraph
messenger.

Herbert Stannard - d.1918, age 22. Younger son of Charles & Mary
Stannard. Together with his older brother Albert William he was
brought up in Saxham Street and they both worked as farm labourers.
Herbert died the year after his older sibling and was buried in Palestine.
Frank Wilden - d.1918, age 33. Son of Robert Wilden. In 1901 the family
were living in Saxham Street next door to Harry Cutting In 1911 Frank is
still in Saxham street now married with 2 children. Although Frank was
10 years older than Harry, they died within a month of each other.
Frank was probably cousin to Frederick Wilden who was to die 4
months later.
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Bertie Horrex- d.1916, age 26. Son of William and Alice Horrex. Died 4
months after his older brother John William. They were brought up in
Barn Cottages, Main Road.

Samuel Kerry - d.1917, age 35. Worked as a Thatcher and lived in Crown
Cottages, Main Road. Prior to WW1 had served in the Boer War and in

Egypt.

George Lusher- d.1916, age 36. Son of William and Joanna Lusher and
had had lived in Gipping Road with his wife Ellen Emma. In 1911 they
had a 3 yr old child (so 8 when her father died).

Frederick Wilden- d.1918, age 26. Son of Frederick and Eliza Wilden of
Ivy Cottage, Gipping Road. In 1911 he was employed as a Chemical
Worker.

Walter Stebbings - d.1917, age 21 . Son of Thomas Stebbings and Emma
Diaper. In 1911 they are living on the Green and Walter is working as a
labourer.

George Abbott - d.1917, age 21. His sister lived in Laurel Cottages,
Victoria Road.

Robert Double - d.1918, age 36. Married to Elizabeth and living in
Victoria Road.

Albert Easter - d.1916, age 20. Eldest son of Robert and Emma Easter
from Victoria Road

Alfred Hammond -1916, age 21. Lived in Victoria Road. His older
brother Sidney was killed in 1917. Alfred had worked as a hawker’s
assistant.

Sidney Hammond- d.1917, age 27. Sidney had worked as a hawker.
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Sidney and Alfred'sparets were Frederick Barnes Hammond and Emma
Sarah Lockwood.

Alfred Steggall- d.1918, age 22. The youngest son of Jethro and Ellen
Stegall from Victoria Road.

Bertie Grimwood- d.1915, age 22.son of Mr & Mrs Grimwood from
Newton Road.

Alfred Rush- d.1916, age 25. Son of Edgar and Marion Rush of Victoria
House, Newton Road.

William Denny - d.1918, age 25.Son of Walter and Sarah Denny from
Stowupland Road

George Miller- d.1918, age 20 . Son of John and Anna Miller from
Stowupland Road.

Alfred Manning- d.1918, age 28 Son of Alfred and Mary Manning of
Stowmarket. His wife Jeanne later moved to Plymouth.

Herbert Curtis -1918. relationship to Stowupland is unknown

Harry Francis- 1915 relationship to Stowupland is unknown

Our P.C. John Dowood after retiring from the Police moved to France

Greece

John William Horrex- d.1916, age 32.0lder Brother of Bertie Horrex-
who died 4 months later in France in1916, age 26. Older Son of William
and Alice Horrex. Together with his younger brother Bertie he was
brought up in Barn Cottages, Main Road. In 1911 John is married and
living in Gipping Road with a 3-year-old child.
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IL-MILIED IT-TAJJEB

Edward Trudgill — d.1919, age 18. In 1901 he was the yougest of 6
children of Willaim and Kate Tredgill who were living at Oak Cottage
Creeting Road in 1911.

MUTLU NOELLER

Charles Barnard - d.1915, age 20 . Son of Arthur and Anna Barnard, in
1911 he was living on the Greeen and working as a sawyer’s assistant.

John Levett -d.1915, age 21. Eldest child of George and Alice Levett who
in 1911 are living on the Green and John is working as a stockman.

‘IDAH SAIDAN WA SANAH JADIDAH’

Harry Brame d.1915, age 21. He is the eldest child of Frederick and
Emily Brame who in 1901 are living in Main Road, Stowupland.
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THE HILLS OF PALESTINE
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Palestine

Albert Stannard -d.1917, age 23 . Older son of Charles & Mary
Stannard. Together with his younger brother Herbert he was brought up
in Saxham Street and they both worked as farm labourers. Herbert died
the year after his sibling and was buried in France.

Thailnad flag

Charles Housego -d.1943, age 29. His mother was harriet but father’s
name unknown. His place of residence is given as Saxham Street, so
possibly related to Margaret Housego who in 1901 at age 18 was a
servant at Uplands Farm.

Walter Thorpe —d.1943, age 23

They were both Captured in Singapore but buried in Thailand

ltaly

David Wilden - d.1943, age 35. In 1939 he was living with his parents
Gertrude and Eldred on the Green. He left a wife Sylvia.

Joseph Wilden- d. 1944 age 31. He was a stoker on H.M.S Janus which
was sunk off Anzio. He was the son of Edward and Elizabeth Wilden and
had worked as plumber.
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Merii Kurisumasu"

Arthur Joseph Forsdike was held as a Japanese
POW in WW2, but did return to Stowupland.

A Sample of hand drawn Christmas cards sent by armed forces personal
serving abroad.

hilst it is too late to add to our Christmas tree decorations it is not too late to add to our archives. If you know of
Aanyone who has spent significant time living and working abroad, please share.
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-*-Although Christmas messages have probably been sent to loved ones away from home for centuries the earliest
‘itommercial Christmas Card sent by post has been recorded as 1843.

& SLHG is extremely grateful to Mike Jessop and students at the Stowupland High School for work they have done on
*providing a background story for those young men named on our war memorials. Without this work this project
ould have been far more time consuming.
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