Orchard House
Visit on 11™ August 2012, by kind permission of Rosemary London.

Rosemary bought Orchard House towards the end of 1992 but moved in during
March 1993 as there was a great deal of essential building work required to
bring the property up to a good standard. A new water main was laid, new
drains dug and extensive ground work carried out to counter the damp. The
house had to be completely rewired and the outdated plumbing was replaced.

The house was listed as Grade II in March 1988 but unfortunately at the time of
listing the house had been given a ‘makeover’ by the previous owner and many
of the original windows had been replaced with PVC windows, which were
completely out of character. Mid Suffolk District Council were very supportive
of the changes that were required and gave listed planning consent to further
replacement with new wooden windows, and to moving the original back door
to the side of the house to give a fire exit via the kitchen.

The listing shows the front of the house is early or mid C16, with the remainder
of the house being added to the rear c1800, with further c20 additions.
However, recent removal of some panelling in the hall, which would date from
1960, revealed that the house would have originally been two dwellings. The
small sitting room and bedroom above would have been one house, and one
window was originally a front door. The large drawing room would have been
a separate house and the listing comments that the beams suggest a possible
crogloft arrangement: a single bay open hall with a sleeping loft.

In the drawing room, a large mantelpiece had been built over the fireplace,
possibly in the 1960s. When this was removed it uncovered a huge beam and
some original brickwork. The ceiling has been raised and there is a loft above
which can only be accessed from the outside. There was evidence of a small
fireplace at the opposite end from the current fireplace, which suggests that was
used for cooking. There are three further lofts in the house, all of which can be
accessed from inside the building

Renovation work uncovered a further original beam at the top of the stairs.

It is likely that Orchard House was originally a farm; certainly within the last
century the surrounding land from the top of Mill Street leading down to the
next house further along the lane consisted of apple orchards. However, the
land was gradually sold off and the buildings which were used as an apple



-ackme Taciiity are now on the neighbouring property. The last three apple
«ees on the property remaining in 1992 have now gone, replaced by raised
vegetable beds.

The property sits on approximately an acre of land. There is a large pond and a
lovely old barn within the grounds. Excavations for the new drains and water
mains revealed there was a path from the side of the house to the barn, which
suggests there was probably an outside door at one time.

Both roofs were re-thatched and re-tiled in 2003. The thatching was in long
straw, in line with listed building requirements.

Rosemary has a photograph of a family with ten children from the early 1900s
believed to be the Wilden family who would have lived in the house at the turn
of the century.

Members who visited the property

Glenda Atkins, Barbara Foster (who took the photographs), Jim Foster, Karen
Hamilton and Miles Oppenheim.



