
 

Hopefully you will join us on Wednesday May 1st for Geoff Robinson’s talk on Parish 
Fire Engines & their Development. 
(Village Hall @ 7:30). 

 If you are reading your Telstar after the 1st, 
then our next meeting will be June 5th when 
we will have a presentation and display using 
material from our archives. Given the date of 
this meeting we would like to have focused 
on how Stowupland was affected by D-Day, 
but we can’t as we know nothing instead we 
will focus on Stowupland in the 1930s and 
40’s. (Unless anyone can share family 
memories of D-Day!) 

Below you can get a taste of Sarah Doig’s March talk about Suffolk Churches. Unfortunately, 
I could not be there, but I understand from Jerry that it was very interesting (although 
apparently few demons turned up), but it was not easy to make notes on her talk as you 
really needed to see the photos in her presentation.  

Our archives tell us of various fires that have destroyed properties in Stowupland, but Neil 
has been able to find out some interesting details about the 19th century fire service.  

1844 fires in Stowupland 
During the incendiary outbreak of 1844 many fires were started under cover of the night in the 
Stowmarket area, as a form of rural protests against the working conditions of agricultural 
labourers. Stowmarket fire brigade were kept busy in the nearby villages. 
An account book kept by the brigade at the time lists the expenses of each call out. Three fires 
in Stowupland are detailed: one at the Tithe Farm (Now The Uplands) where a barn and cottage 
were destroyed and two at Columbine Hall Farm.  The expenses for these last two fires were as 
follows. 

Expenses occasioned by the fires at Mr Boby’s 
May 27th             Horses for the engine & post lads £1:16. Distributed to men who assisted out all 
night  £18:17:6 
June 25th            Horses etc for the engines  £1:16. Distributed to men. £16:4. Suppers for the 
engine men being very wet £3. Frewer etc £15 
June 30th                Recd. From the Fire office £8. Aug 9th ditto £17:1. Balance due £17:7 

The horses would have been hired from The Fox Hotel along with the post boys who would ride 
on the horses drawing the engines. The Fox also provided the suppers for the firemen. The large 
amount paid to those who assisted indicate that over a hundred must have turned up to help as 
they would have only got a couple of shillings each. Frewer was the brigade captain. The whole 
operation was very expensive, but the service of the fire engine didn't come free, the tenant of 
the property was expected to recompense the brigade for the expense, fortunately Mr. Boby 
seems to have been insured.  



 

As you will see from the next item from Neil. In 1854 another fire caused severe damage to 
Bramford Farm in Mill Street: 

Bramford Farm  

About halfway along Mill Street lies Bramford Farm, the property was at one time owned 

by Bramford parish who bought it with a legacy left by John Acton of that parish. The 

deeds and other papers relating to the property were kept with Bramford parish papers 

and are now in the Suffolk Archive, Ipswich.  

These documents stretch back to a time before it came into the hands of Bramford. The 

first reference to the farm was in 1615 when John Sowgate (Southgate) of Ringshall left 

His free tenement in Stowupland to his son William. An entry in a rental of Thorney Hall 

manor in 1618 shows one entry for land held by a William Sowgate as follows – 

William Sowgate holds free 5 pieces of land and meadow and pasture lying in Thorney 

called Lyvermere containing by estimation 11 acres more or less by rent 3s 8d.  

This description matches a later plan of Bramford Farm as being 5 fields of 

approximately that acreage so the earlier name for the farm we see was Lyvermere. 

William seems to have left the farm equally to his children William, Thomas, Peter and 

Helen as they sold it to a William Southgate the younger of Combs for £160 in 1652. It is 

likely the house and land were not occupied by the Southgates but rented out, as in 1660 

in the will of William Sowgate of Combs yeoman it is said to be lately in the occupation 

of John Taylor and Robert Thurmwood. In 1699 the property was mortgaged (by yet 

another William Sowgate) to John Bayley, worsted weaver of Stowupland. John Bayley 

was Lord of one of Stowupland’s manors, probably living at a house on the site of the 

later Stowupland Hall. Bayley was later in full possession of the farm.  

In his will of 1704, John Acton of 

Bramford left £200 for the purchase of 

land which would be rented out and the 

proceeds to be used for the relief of the 

poor of Bramford -this was used to 

purchase the now Bramford Farm and 

another premises in Bramford. In 1704 

Turner and Thurmwood were still 

occupiers of the farm but from 1725 a 

Widow Scowing (Scowen) seems to be 

paying rent. A George Buxton appears to 

be the tenant of the land from 1747 until 

1795. It is likely that the house and land were rented out separately as in 1782 there is a 

lease to Joseph Skowen Roper (maybe a relative of the widow Scowing).  

Amongst the papers is a plan of the farm 

drawn up by a John Edwards who was 

probably one of the Bramford trustees. A string of tenants follow – George Turner 

farmer of Creeting St. Peter around 1796, William Cooper farmer from 1804 to 1816 

followed by John Cobbold 1816 up to 1848 when Thomas Cuthbert hires cottage, barn 

and outbuilding with land at £35 p.a. for 8 years. Cuthbert was a Stowmarket butcher 

Sketch of Bramford farm in the late 18th century by John Edwards. 



 

who was probably using the land to graze cattle or sheep and would not have lived in 

the farmhouse which may have been empty or let out to another tenant. 

The Bramford trustees as landlords would have had to keep the property in repair and 

there are some bills for repair work done in 1808 and when in September 1854 fire 

destroyed the barn, stable and outhouse and damaged the house the work of rebuilding 

was done by builder Francis Betts. Cuthbert was still renting the farm in 1867. There is 

a gap in our knowledge until 1932 when the tenant of the house was F.S. Diaper. There 

are a couple of letters from Diaper to the trustees of the charity complaining of the state 

of repair with holes in the roof and plaster coming off the walls. He was tenant until at 

least 1939. We know that a Mr. Peart was here in 1971 but we would welcome any 

information on the more recent history of Bramford Farm. 

Please contact Jerry on 01449 703717 or voden@btinternet.com if you want to 
make a comment or have a query about our meetings or Stowupland’s history.  

And so to Jerry’s report on “Angels and Demons” fly in for our March 2024 meeting. 

This was our delayed talk from November 2023 as we welcomed back Sarah Doig, who had to 
change the programme in November, to a different subject. 

Sarah told us her interest in churches dated from the 1960s when her father was first appointed 
as Curate in Mildenhall Church. She spent her childhood going around various Suffolk churches 
with her family as her Dad took various services in different locations around the County.  
Sarah’s research was backed up with photos of the various churches she had visited, and her 
‘short’ list comprised 50 churches around the area and also, a passport to Norfolk where some 
of her research had taken place. I cannot do justice to the detailed research she has done 
without the benefit of her excellent desk top presentation. It is also interesting to note that the 
research had included a look at Catholic and the many non-conformist chapels in the area.  

However, I did note some examples relating to church construction over the years.  St Mary’s 
the Virgin church at Oberton has a remarkably creaky door as you enter which can be a little 
unnerving at night, but go in during the day and it opens to a remarkable light church and the 
inside is always bright. St Marys at Westley was the first to use a cement mix in 1834, this using 
precast cement. I also noted that a lot of the churches in both Suffolk/Norfolk are round towers 
in design, more than other areas in the country.  

One notable story about Royalty was the story of Charles II who recently restored to the throne 
in 1670, had been to stay with the local Lord of the Manor in Suffolk. He insisted on visiting the 
local church at Little Saxham, after the festivities of the night before where a meal in his honour 
had been prepared, along with, so the story goes. much locally brewed ale. The King fell asleep 
during the sermon by the local vicar, and on waking had asked his secretary to obtain a copy of 
the sermon so he could catch up, apparently on receipt of this he was so impressed with the 
sermon that he asked for it to be circulated to the local population. This is recorded in Samual 
Pepys diaries of the day as he was travelling with the King as part of his team as he went round 
the area. 

As I said earlier you really needed to see Sarah’s talk in full or get a copy of her book on this 
subject, to take in her full research on this interesting subject.  

mailto:voden@btinternet.com


 

This month Annie and Liz were unable to make the meeting, thanks go to Joyce and Iris for 
stepping in to provide our much-needed refreshments, and Neil thanked Sarah for coming to do 
the talk on “Angels and Demons.” 

………………….. 

 

 

  

Down memory lane 

Do you still have a copy of the 2010 leaflet 

‘Stowupland Our Heritage, Walks around 

Stowupland’’, not to be confused with the 

2022 leaflet ‘Stowupland Village Walks’? 

The earlier leaflet contains some interesting 

information about the village, including this 

photo of the Old Pump House that stood near 

Birch Close. I understand that before it was 

demolished it was used as changing rooms for 

Stowupland Footballers. 
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