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Mid 2oth century postcard for Stowupland This Stowupland postcard dates from the mid-20%™" century but most of

the buildings are still recognisable.. Looking at Holy Trinity Church from

the footpath between the church and the school little has changed. At

the time the photo was taken the group of houses that can be seen here

with the church on the right housed a cobbler and the village post office.

Today both businesses have gone but the row of houses look the same. Page |
The 19" century buildings of the primary school are still there but hidden 1
by a 1960’s flat roofed extension that hides the interesting brick work.

The vicarage looks pretty much the same but is hidden from the busy
A1120 by a high hedge and todays vicar lives in a much smaller home.

The War Memorial still stands proud in the middle of the cemetery, or at least the middle of the cemetery which

during the early 20" century was used for C of E burials. Non-conformists were buried in plots to the right-hand side.

2023 had ended with floods in several locations around the village. This
continued to be an issue in 2024. This photo shows one area of flooding along
the A1120 outside the primary school. This has had ongoing problems for
months, locals deny that flooding had been an issue before Trinity Meadows
(Bloor estate) was built on farmland to the west of the road, but as can be
seen there is a dip in the road and old maps suggest a stream had flowed
across this road. With a new estate being built opposite the road only time
will tell whether planned work in 2026 will alleviate the problems.

Flooding here was not an isolated problem, all around the village flooding
that had started in 2023 continued well into 2024. In several locations farmers
were out clearing, widening and increasing the depths of field ditches to
improve drainage and to contain flood water until it naturally drained away.

Flooding outside Freeman school.

In the 10 years we have lived in Saxham Street the ditch between us and the
field behind would occasionally have a few inches of water but at the start of R = 5
2024 it was at risk of overflowing into our garden as can be seen in this
photo, but we were lucky. One family 2 doors away had to move out for 6
months due to flooding. Since then the farmer has had the ditch dug to a
depth of 3 metres and doubled its width.
Unfortunately, in the process he seems to have
compacted the ground in his field which for
several months now contains a pond that didn’t
use to be there.

ditch behind Saxham Street houses.

Along Hornbeam Road, on Broomspath residential estate (built in the mid-20%™" century)
pumps had to be called in to deal with the flooding on a corner there.

Stowupland Local History Group used CIL grant funding to publish a leaflet to promote a
STQW“PL"‘“DW greater awareness of our heritage. Deciding which areas to focus on and which to leave out was

f not easy, nor was deciding how much information to include in the leaflet. The decision was made
by the committee to limit each description to 150 words and include a QR code so anyone
interested in learning more were directed to the group’s website. The app ‘What 3 Words’ was also
used to help people locate the places The finished leaflets were placed in various locations for people to pick up. It
became apparent that many people did not visit any of these village locations. The most popular pick up place was
the Stowmarket library.
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SLHG's archives continue to grow as more material is donated by local people and organisations. These documents
are gradually being digitalised and added to the group’s website so that anyone can access them.

We often get material from unexpected sources. In the 19'" century the village of Onehouse, on the other side of
Stowmarket, was the site of a workhouse, Stow Union. Recently research has been carried out there to try to find the
names of people buried in their Pauper’s Graves. A lady from near Ipswich had contacted the team caring for the

paupers Graves. She was researching for a dissertation on Paupers Burials for a Masters degree. Thanks to this work  Page |
we now have the names of people from Stowupland who were buried in Onehouse’s Paupers graves between 1813 2

and 1835.

Within the village the group has been endeavouring to record memorial benches
that have been placed to commemorate local people and national events. Whilst
these benches had plaques on them when first installed many are becoming
illegible, so the group has been photographing and
recording them on our website with a short epitaph whilst
they are still remembered.

Although a bench to commemorate Queen Elizabeth Il was
planned for her Platinum Jubilee it was doubly important following her death.

One of our residents has been building bridges between here and America. He is a retired American air force pilot
who has made Stowupland his home. He has taken to heart the history of the 34" Bomb group who were based
down the road at RAF Mendlesham. Whilst the airfield has long gone the group’s memory lives on in the
Mendlesham Airfield Association. They have found a home at the ‘Middy Railway Museum’ just a few miles from
Stowupland and have hosted many American families who are wanting to find out more about where their ancestors
were based and in too many cases the stories of their deaths as they helped to defend our country. As Don explained
‘They are finding that with the death of their ‘grandaddies’ they have little firsthand knowledge’ but through this
association they are able to understand more.

In one of those odd quirks of history | was able to share that a young man who was brought up in Don’s house had
been a flight engineer on a Stirling Bomber in WW2. The young man had died in 1942 flying alongside an American
pilot, P/O Cecil Simmons, who had joined the Canadian air force so he could be posted to the UK to ‘do his bit”. They
did their bit and the crew were buried together where their plane was shot down in the Netherlands.

It had originally been planned that by the end of 2024, our village hall would have been well on its way to being
rebuilt but plans are continually being replanned. Maybe by my next report Stowupland might have a new village
hall?

The hall is still a vital centre for village activities and to provide village parking spaces. During the summer when there
was a power outage over the May % term, the parish council’s emergency planning team were called on to provide
space for families from one of our large housing estates. The electric company provided an emergency generator for
the hall so that hot water and drinks could be provided and with many people working from home they required
access to mobile phone chargers and laptop charging. Whilst many children were pleased to be able to continue to
use their mobile devices, one of the emergency planning team enjoyed himself keeping the children amused with a
stash of old board games.



Stowupland Local Recorder Report, 2024

Our environment and its biodiversity continues to be important for some of our community but although many
agree it is important to look after the environment only a handful seem to be prepared to
help plan and do the hard work to make changes. The Stowupland Biodiversity Group does
what it can to publicise its activities and explaining why it feels it is important to do what it
does.

. The village green continues to be a contentious issue. Some people wanting to keep it as a Page |
pristine mown lawned area, others see it as an important space for all types of wildlifeto 3
Hand crajted wooden coaster thrive unmolested by human interference. The trim trail is up and running (so to speak)

for Stowupland Biodiversity ~ Mainly providing a hard surface for safe exercise but despite the parish council publicising

group showing its logo. where some simple exercise equipment would be located residents who now find

themselves with joggers stretching adjacent to their front gardens are not happy.

Wildflower Meadow

On the wildflower area of The Green the biodiversity group continued trying to establish
oxlips and wildflower seeds by reducing the vigour of the grass - local rumour says the horse
that used to mow the green was buried under our wildflower area, there is a puzzling
depression and maybe that is why the grass is so lush.

There was an abundance of insects buzzing around the uncut area during the summer and
into the autumn. There is evidence that wildflowers are fighting their way through the
grass, and we have given some assistance by sowing yellow rattle which, in time, should
reduce the lushness of the grass and encourage wildflowers. The yellow rattle flowered and
produced seeds which we hope will germinate and we’ve sown more seeds to try to hasten

iSome members of the
Biodiversity Group
scarifying and planting
oxlip plants

the process. Our wildflower meadow is a long-term project. An alternative would be to remove the grass, cultivate
the land and sow a large quantity of wildflower seeds. This would be prohibitively expensive with no guarantee of
long term success.

An area of the green which is still used as a football pitch usually has an
impressive spring covering of buttercups which sadly gets mown before
the display is finished.

But the main purpose of the meadow is to provide habitat for insects and
small animals, not just look to pretty. We believe that there is plenty of
evidence of biodiversity gain.

- - - -

View across the Green showing the buttercups

Despite a lack of active support local people are doing their bit.
Delivering our parish magazine to homes in the northeast % of Saxham
Street where gardens are larger then on the housing estates, with larger
lawn areas, most people in 2024 were choosing to leave areas of longer
grasses, often mowing pathways for walkways through longer grass.

Some newly planted trees by Linden
In many locations around the village young trees and hedging have been  Housing estate

planted but looking around in 2024 the numbers that have survived their
first year to provide habitat protection, a healthy environment and wind breaks seems disappointingly low. This
photo shows just one of half-a-dozen examples of tree planting.

As well as trying to improve the biodiversity of the village green some members have been working on other projects
around the village.

Working With Schools
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We have continued to work with Freeman School, helping with their fruit trees, with
Forest School and installing hedgehog homes and bird boxes.

At the high school, we have provided
raised beds, converted part of a bike
store into a garden shed and carried out
work to improve their much-neglected
orchard areas. There has been some
serious tree surgery as well as general

Raised beds ready for working pruning. New trees — local varieties of

plum apple and pear, have been Th Ochard rea after the dead eds had
’ 7 b
been cut back and new trees planted.

planted.

At the Mulberry Centre we provided a raised bed and prepared it ready for planting. Students sowed seeds and were
able to harvest vegetables in the summer.

In another area of the village, members of the group have been working in a
sheltered housing area helping tidy up the garden, cutting back shrubs and
planting bulbs. We also built a raised bed, set at a suitable height so residents can
garden without bending down. Our aim is to work with the residents to provide a
space which is both interesting and accessible all year round.

The group continues to find new ways to get greater involvement from local
people. Over the summer it ran a Sunflower competition which saw sunflowers
sprouting up all over Stowupland. The competition was run in a ssocation with the local parish magazine, Telstar,
and residents were asked send in photos of their plants as they grew. The tallest sunflowers were measured in early
August and 3 prizes were given to the growers of the three tallest plants, between 312 and 217 cms tall. The
competition was such a success in 2024 it will be repeated in 2025, with seeds being distributed with copies of Telstar
and maybe prizes for the tallest plants and the largest head

Not all the biodiversity news was positive. The allotment area was plagued with rats, with many growers finding
their efforts to produce home grown food decimated by rats. Whether this was a down to environmental changes or
affected by adjacent fields being built over and rats being moved away from their established homes we may never
know. This was another reason for getting our owl boxes into trees, but finding suitable and safe locations is proving
challenging.

Prior to the general election we had a visit from the Green party candidate Adrian Ramsey. He as standing for the
new constituency that Stowupland now finds itself on the northern most point of, Waveney Valley, and subsequently
was elected. So although for all other political issues we are and feel ourselves closely aligned to Stowmarket for
parliamentary issues we are apart — for the first time ever (Thorney from which Thorney Green gets its name once
reached down from the uplands of Stow and across the River Gipping to the market place in Stowmarket.) Now the
boundary between Stowupland and Stowmarket is the A14.

Traffic speed along the village roads continues to be of concern. In 2024 the parish council invested in traffic calming
SID solar powered devices. It had become increasingly difficult to recruit volunteers to brave the weather and wrath
of speeding motorists and so far the SID devices seem to be having a positive effect in the areas where they are
located.

Residents have welcomed the provision of improved public transport with a bus service from near the green, and
also weekday service to Stowmarket that picks up in Saxham Street.

Following on from the Covid pandemic it feels the older generation are being invited to get vaccinated against a
myriad of viruses. Hopefully science will confirm that the inconveniences justify the experience. Most friends seem to
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experience minor after effects, perhaps meaning it is sensible to plan a quiet 48 hours after ’ being jabbed’ but we all

seem to still be experiencing plenty of coughs, sniffles and upset tummies.

Sandra Walker, Stowupland

Page |



